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and have the place clean, if I empty it of every
Hindu student.
When I got to the back of the cubicle the boy had
risen and was standing shyly looking down. I took
him gently by the hand and led him out up to the
astonished D------, -who came running up.
D------told the boy to wait while I took D------in
to see the evidence, what the French call in their
criminal trials, "bspieces a conviction"
On the way back again I noticed the other boy
still sitting huddled sulkily over his bowl of rice.
My shadow had not touched him. But he was
anxious, guarding his rice against the pollution of
my next passage.
I asked D------ to make the boy stand up. I
objected to the attitude he was adopting. I wanted,
too, to see behind him.
"Ah, Mr. Principal . . . Ah, I'm sorry, that I
cannot do . . . he is eating. When a Hindu eats
he -worships his food as a God."
"It's bad luck/' I said, "for him and for his
bowl of God; but I must have this place empty and
examine it thoroughly. Tell him that he can get
up, throw his food away and cook more later, when
I have gone; or that he can finish his meal now and
leave the College grounds for ever/*
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